
 

        
    

  

In 2005, Washington ranked 
50th in the percentage of state 
contributions to trial costs for 
poor people.   
State chief justice urges funds for public defense. 
Ken Armstrong, Seattle Times staff reporter, Seattle 
Times, 1/19/05, Ken Armstrong 
   
Major improvements have been 
made. But in 2010, Washington's 
Office of Public Defense reported 
that the state's public defense 
system, "overall is still not at the 
appropriate level of quality."  
Status Report on Public Defense, Washington State 
Office of Public Defense, 1/2010  
 
 
Washington Sentencing Guidelines 
Commission data show that more 
than a third of Washington’s 3-
Strikers have no conviction for 
any crime classified as a 
Serious Violent Offense.  
Persistent Offenders Through June 2008, State of 
WA, Sentencing Guidelines Commission, 2009  
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Washington’s 3-Strikes imposes a punishment of 777 years 
for the kinds of crimes most commonly committed by poor 
people:  burglaries, robberies, and lower-level  assaults  
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