
 
 

 

RESTORED 
VOTING RIGHTS 

FOR PEOPLE  

WITH LEGAL FINANCIAL 

OBLIGATIONS 

IN WASHINGTON STATE 
 

As of July 27, 2009 
 

A new law has removed the prohibition against voting in 
Washington State for people who have outstanding legal 

financial obligations due to felony convictions. 
 

To register to vote in Washington state you must be: 

• A citizen of the United States; 
• A legal resident of Washington; 
• 18 years old on election day. 

 
You may not register to vote if you are: 

• Currently incarcerated with a state or federal felony 
conviction; 

• Currently reporting to Washington State DOC 
Community Corrections; 

• Determined to have willfully failed to make three 
Washington State Legal Financial Obligation 
payments in a 12 month period; 

• Judicially declared mentally incompetent and not 
allowed to vote. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

HOW DO I REGISTER TO VOTE? 
You can register in person at your local County Auditor or 
County Elections Office.  Or you can complete and mail a 
“Mail-in-Voter  Registration Form” provided by the 
Washington Secretary of State.  Justice Works! can provide 
this form if needed.  
 
Online Voter Registration and more information: 
http://www.secstate.wa.gov/elections 
(800) 448-4881 
 
 
WHAT ARE THE DEADLINES? 
In person at the local elections office 

• If you are a new voter, you may register to vote eight 
days prior to an election; 

• If you are updating your voter registration 
information, you must do it thirty days prior to an 
election 

 
By mail or online: 

• The deadline is twenty nine days before an election 
• Changes to residential address, name, or other voter 

registration record information must be made before 
this deadline. If the deadline is not met, voters may 
still vote using their previous voter registration record 
information.   

• The registration must be postmarked no later than the 
deadline. 
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