WASHINGTON STATE
SAFE COMMUNITIES COLLABORATIVE
We envision a community where everyone is welcome, safe and has opportunities to contribute to the greater good.
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Our mission is to create change by redirecting public funds from mass incarceration to investment in people, communities, housing, employment, education, health care and other social needs.
For more information:      206-312-6176       
www.wsscc.net
 info@wsscc.net
November 15, 2005
WSSCC Collaborators

The Backbone Campaign 

Mission: To embolden citizens and leaders to stand up for our future.

Bill Moyer, Executive Director

PO Box 278

Vashon, WA 98070

206-408-8058

www.backbonecampaign.org
Communities Against Rape and Abuse
Mission: Mobilizing communities to create liberation.
Theryn Kigvanasud-Vasti
801 23rd Ave S #G-1
Seattle, WA 98144
206-322-4856
www.cara-seattle.org 
The Defender Association – Racial Disparity Project

Mission: The RDP enables the Defender Association to broaden its advocacy to encompass not only representation of individual clients, but also efforts to change the system for the benefit of disadvantaged communities, and particularly communities of color.
Sunil Abraham, Attorney

The Defender Association

810 3rd Avenue 8th floor
Seattle, WA 98104

206-447-3900 x 735
sunil@defender.org
www.defender.org
The Hepatitis Project
Mission: To provide educational materials and support groups for hepatitis patients and their families.
Michael Ninburg, Executive Director

4603 Aurora Ave N
Seattle, WA 98103
206-732-0311
hep@scn.org 
www.scn.org/health/hepatitis 
Justice Works!

Mission: Undoing racism in the criminal justice system as experienced by African Americans.

Lea Zengage, Executive Director

PO Box 1489

Lake Stevens, WA 98258

206-303-7559

lzengage@northwest.net
www.justiceworks.info
Lifer’s Union Advocacy Group

Mission:  To provide updates on laws and case-law regarding the death penalty; civil commitment; life or indefinite sentencing schemes; recidivist schemes, and; studies, reviews, and other relevant information. We are also devoted to supporting family networking and reintegration of ex offenders into society.
Denise Ashley, National Research Director

PO Box 55537

Steilacoom, WA 98388

425-591-7386

deniseashley@lifersunion.com
http://lifersunion.com
New Horizons Ministries
Mission:  "In relationship with homeless youth, serving and loving in the way of Jesus, equipping youth to leave street life."
Sarah Murphy-Kangas, Volunteer Resources Coordinator
2709 3rd Ave.
Seattle, WA  98121
(206) 374-0866 x 110
sarahmk@nhmin.org 
www.nhmin.org 
November Coalition Foundation
Mission:  Working to end drug war injustice, the November Coalition, a non-profit grassroots organization, was founded in 1997. A nationwide membership educates the public about destructive, unnecessary incarceration due to the U.S. drug war.

Nora Callahan, Executive Director nora@november.org
Chuck Armsbury, Editor  chuck@november.org
Tom Murlowski, Office Manager tom@november.org
282 West Astor
Colville, WA 99114
(509) 684-1550
http://www.november.org

People of Color Against AIDS Network

Mission:  A multicultural AIDS prevention organization created in response to the devastating impact that HIV/AIDS has had and continues to have on communities of color.
Michelle Di Miscio, Breaking the Chains Director
2200 Rainier Ave S 
Seattle, WA 98144
(206) 322-7061 x 202
michelle@pocaan.org
www.pocaan.org
Statewide Poverty Action Network
Mission:  Fights to ensure everyone in Washington State is able to meet their basic needs and have the opportunity to prosper.
Kim Justice, Field Coordinator
1501 North 45th St
Seattle, WA 98103
(206) 694-6794
kim@povertyaction.org
www.povertyaction.org
The Transition and Reentry Reform Coalition

Mission:   To improve the effectiveness of the criminal justice system in providing a safer community, assuring fair and equitable treatment in all stages of the process, maximizing rehabilitation and helping people successfully reenter society.
Lea Zengage, TRRC Public Education and Mobilization Chair
PO Box 1489
Lake Stevens, WA 98258
(206) 303-7559
lzengage@northwest.net
www.trrc.zoomshare.com
United Way of King County – Out of the Rain Homelessness Initiative
Mission:   To use tenant education as a tool to end the cycle of homelessness.
Eden Bossom, Program Coordinator
720 2nd Ave

Seattle, WA 98104
(206) 461-5083
ebossom@uwkc.org 

http://www.uwkc.org/ourcommunity/readytorent/default.asp
Western Prison Project
Mission:   Coordinate a progressive response to the criminal justice system, and to build a grassroots, multi-racial movement that achieves criminal justice reform and reduces the over reliance on incarceration in the western states of Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, Utah, Wyoming, and Nevada
Kathleen Pequeño
PO Box 40085

Portland, OR 97240

(503) 334-8449
www.westernprisonproject.org 

 
Public Safety
CURRENT PROBLEMS

· Between 1999 and 2001, the money spent on the criminal justice system rose from $49 billion to $57 billion.  The number of people we lock up has grown between 2.6 and 3.6% each year since 1999.  So, it is reasonable to ask our leaders if we are getting our money’s worth.  Crime rates are the same as 1970 levels but in order to achieve that, we’re spending 7 times as much.

· Right now 5.6 million Americans are either in jail or prison now or were in the past.  At that rate, 11.3% of all males born in 2001 can plan on a stay behind bars.  We only have 4.6% of the world’s population but 22% of the world’s prisoners
.  

· Mass incarceration is a very expensive response to crime.  It is interesting to note that the crime rate in Japan and England is about the same as ours but while we lock up 715 out of every 100,000 citizens, Japan incarcerates 45 per 100,000 and England incarcerates 143 per 100,000
.  

· According to studies, industrialized countries have matching crimes rates, that is, between 21 – 24%.  And, US crime rates follow suit. 

· The overall recidivism rate for the State of Washington is 32.3% within five years with 65% of those returning within the first two years.

VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS

· Decriminalize drug addiction with implementation of the King County Bar Association’s Drug Policy Project recommendations for a state level drug regulatory system. www.kcba.org/druglaw/ 

· Balance public spending between prosecution and defense.

· Implement abolition of mandatory minimums including the Three Strikes Law. 

· Require a gradual transition from solitary confinement to release.

· Require medical support services for transitioning prisoners needing mental health care and medications.

· Implement alternatives to incarceration. 

· Implement effective rehabilitation programs.

· Invest in prevention as described on each intersecting issue page.

Youth
CURRENT PROBLEMS

· 1.5 million US children grow up in single parent homes because their mothers or fathers are behind bars.

· 17.2% of all children – 12.2 million boys and girls - live below the poverty level.

· Out of the thirty-two states evaluated under the Child and Family Services Review for their “ability to protect children from child abuse,” twenty-eight states failed either all seven or six out of seven criteria.  This, when there are over one million substantiated cases of child abuse each year.

· Age is the primary statistical predictor of criminal behavior.

· With only one adult to supervise and act as a role model for youth, fatherless children make up 60% of rapists, 72% of adolescent murderers, and 70% of all long term incarcerated people.

· In the US we currently have 14,500 boys and girls housed in adult prisons where they fall prey to adults incarcerated there.  This practice is unheard of in other parts of the world.  A recent study from the National Institute for Mental Health, Harvard and UCLA show those areas of the brain that control impulse behavior and the ability to anticipate consequences do not mature until a person is in their early twenties. 

· In 2002/2003 session, the US Supreme Court supported the execution of individuals who were juveniles at the time of their crimes.  No other country has ever executed a person under these conditions and we are in the company of only Pakistan and the Republic of Congo who also have laws that provide for this option. 

· Therapists are successful at turning around young criminals.  In May 2001, based on an analysis of four hundred studies, the Washington State Institute for Public Policy found that compared to the $64,000 cost of incarcerated youth psychosocial services, 

· The Functional Family Therapy program saved $14,149 per child per year while also lowering recidivism by 30%;

· Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care saved $21,836 and produced 60% less days locked up; and

· Multisystemic Therapy saved $31,661 and had 25 – 70% lower long-term re-arrest rates.


VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS

· Divert all investments from threatening or preaching programs such as “Scared Straight”
 and “Project DARE”
 to programs similar to those that the 1984 RAND Corporation study
 and the Syracuse University’s Family Development Research Program
 found to be exceptionally successful, such as; the Chicago Area Project and the Perry Preschool Program.

· Invest in successful youth therapeutic programs as those described above.

· Invest in homeless youth support programs such as New Horizons Ministries located in Seattle.

· Implement a program providing home visiting by public health workers, as in the PEIP Program in Elmira, NY. 
 

· Conduct a study to create a plan for revamping Washington State Juvenile Justice system so that youth are not treated as adults and not housed with adults when they have committed a crime.

· Support prevention measures delineated on other issue pages.

Poverty
CURRENT PROBLEMS
· The official poverty level provides $13.22 per person per day for everything: rent, utilities, food, transportation, medical, education, etc.
  According to the US Census Bureau, 3.8 million families miss meals due to a lack of money and 11 million families reported being afraid that they would run out of food.

· A 1996/1997 study of Aid to Families with Dependent Children in 140 metropolitan areas found that the higher the welfare payments were, the lower the burglary and homicide rates fell. 
 And internationally, countries that spend 12-14% of their Gross Domestic Product (GDP) on welfare have lower violent crime rates compared to the US that only spends 4% of its GDP on welfare. 

· In Europe, social policies are designed around the “internationally recognized principle of using custodial sentences only when strictly necessary,” according to the Danish Prison and Probation Service.  This emphasis on welfare over prisons has the side effect that only 4% of Danish and Norwegian children, and just 6% of French and German children grow up in poverty – as opposed to 22% of American children (by this study’s definition of poverty, which is less than half the country’s median income.)

· When people are coming out of prison and without an adequate social safety net, they and their families are at high risk for going hungry or becoming homeless.  Some, particularly juveniles, will find themselves drawn back into the same social networks or conditions that were a catalyst for their original offense, because they feel it is the only option available to them. In our state last year over 6000 people returned home from prison.
· Many people who leave prison today re-enter impoverished communities. They struggle with many of the same challenges facing the working poor – a lack of living wage jobs, inadequate social supports, the high cost of finding childcare, transportation and housing.  In order to make a fresh start they, like everyone else, need to be able to meet their needs and have the opportunity to prosper.

VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS
· Implement recommendations of the Statewide Poverty Action Network www.povertyaction.org including:


· Meeting Basic Needs

· Income support for ALL parents with lower incomes

· Childcare while parents work

· Healthcare for everyone

· Income support for people unable to work

· Opportunities to Prosper

· Create a fair lending marketplace for all Washington consumers

· Create opportunities to save money and build assets

· Provide access to higher education

Physical Health
CURRENT PROBLEMS
 
· Prisons are well known breeding grounds for disease.  Bodily functions happen within inches of other people.  Specifically, TB, AIDS and Hepatitis are spread from one incarcerated person to the next.  Nationwide, more than 200 prisoners with active tuberculosis are released from prison each year.  Upwards of 15,000 HIV-positive prisoners, 2,500 with AIDS, and an estimated 200,000 prisoners with Hepatitis C leave our nation’s prisons as they return to the community annually.

· In Washington State, 97% of the people incarcerated in our state prisons will eventually come back to the community, bringing the diseases they contracted while in prison.

· Former Virginia Attorney General Mark Earley testified before the US Congress in July 2002 that “anywhere from 250,000 to 600,000” America’s 2.1 million prisoners were forced to have sex against their will each year.
  The result is an HIV infection rate of 8.5% in New York State’s correctional system, which tests its population more systematically than others.
  By comparison, the estimated infection rate for the US civilian population is 0.3%.

VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS
· Support the work of local organizations such as PEOPLE OF COLOR AGAINST AIDS NETWORK and HEPATITIS EDUCATION PROJECT, non-profit organizations dedicated to helping those affected with the diseases commonly spread in prison.  They offer a wide range of support services.  www.pocaan.org   www.hepeducation.org
· Treat returning prisoners who have been receiving health care while in prison the same as any other patient discharged from a health service facility needing a post-release health care plan.

· Increase efforts to reduce transmission of diseases in prisons and jails.

· Link returning prisoners immediately to health services and treatment programs.

Mental Health
CURRENT PROBLEMS
 
· Unsupervised de-institutionalization of the people unable to function in society is what lead to their incarceration. In the 1970s and 80s, large mental hospitals were closed with the assumption that the people would be cared for by “the community.”  That never happened, so prisons are de facto mental hospitals.  Only 80,000 patients are still housed in psychiatric facilities but roughly 444,000 certified, diagnosed mentally ill men and women are doing time behind bars
 where they live with the general population and can be subjected to sexual and financial abuses. 

· Although one fifth of all prisoners are certified mentally ill, 40% of the jails and 17% of prisons do not test their mental health status and do not provide any attempt at therapy.
 Perhaps many of these people do need institutionalization but not incarceration.  Twenty-five percent of prisoners held in segregation are diagnosed as mentally ill.

· In his book Out of the Shadows, the author estimates that there are now approximately 1000 homicides a year committed by individuals with schizophrenia and bipolar disorder, almost all of whom were untreated and not taking medication at the time of the homicide.

· Former Virginia Attorney General Mark Earley testified before the US Congress in July 2002 that “anywhere from 250,000 to 600,000” America’s 2.1 million prisoners were forced to have sex against their will each year.
 Rape is no less traumatic for an incarcerated person than it is for anyone else.
· Intensive psychotherapy is proven to significantly reduce recidivism for people convicted of sex crimes from 17.5% to 9.9% through modern treatment methods.

VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS

· Increase use of mental health courts.

· Move current mentally ill incarcerated people to low- and medium-security prisons set aside for them only; transfer the authority for these facilities from DOC to public health departments; re-train guards to be psychiatric nurse-helpers.  
Drug and Alcohol Addiction
CURRENT PROBLEMS
· It is well known that people suffering from depression will take alcohol or other drugs to ease suffering.

· Based on a 2002 chemical dependency screening of Washington State incarcerated people, it was determined that 85% were presumed to be chemically dependent. 

· We lead the world in treating depression with prison.  Only 14% of those prisoners who were drunk when they committed their crimes receive treatment for alcohol abuse while incarcerated; and just 18% of those who were high on drugs at the time of their crime get drug therapy while incarcerated.

· Many studies indicate that people arrested for drug crimes are MORE likely to re-offend after they are released than if they had not been arrested.  This is because people convicted of a non-violent drug crime are less able to find employment after they are released, and are ineligible for federally funded low income housing or educational loans.

· A 1994 RAND study found that drug treatment is seven times more cost-effective than drug law enforcement in reducing drug abuse.  This study found that every dollar spent on treatment saves $7.48 on reduced crime and regained productivity.

VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS

· Support the decriminalization of addiction and the recommendations of the King County Bar Association’s Drug Policy Project plans for a state level drug regulatory system.  www.kcba.org/druglaw/ 
· Increase treatment options for incarcerated people.

· Increase use of drug courts as an alternative to incarceration.

· Support the work of local organizations such as PEOPLE OF COLOR AGAINST AIDS NETWORK working to pre-treatment support for those returning from prison.  www.pocaan.org 
· Increase funding for and availability of treatment for addicts.
Housing
CURRENT PROBLEMS
 
· Without housing, previously incarcerated people have a stronger likelihood to re-offend.

· People living at the official poverty level require $13.22 per person per day for everything: rent, utilities, food, transportation, medical, education, etc.
 yet taxpayers pay approximately $55 per day to house people in prisons and $89 per day to house people in jails. 
· A large percentage of landlords deny rental access to those with serious offences. 

· Individuals with drug convictions are denied Federal Pell Grants, thus inhibiting their ability to acquire credentials to secure a job with a livable wage, thus substantially limiting housing options.

· Applicants with drug convictions or charges on their record are denied public housing from the Housing Authorities. 

· A higher percentage of recidivism comes from those without stable housing.

VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS

· Support and invest in the Committee to End Homelessness in King County’s Ten Year Plan 

· The 10YP states that 9,500 units of housing are needed to end homelessness in King County.  
· Of those, 6,900 are recommended to be supportive housing so that individuals and households have a safety net so, when challenges present themselves, the household does not return to homelessness and / or incarceration.

· Support and endorse programs such as the United Way of King County’s Ready To Rent Tenant Education Program 
to increase the success of previously incarcerated people as they return to the community and search for decent and affordable housing.  Provide options for incarcerated people to receive this training prior to release. 

· Support the Human Rights Watch November 18, 2004 recommendations 
 related to housing and people with criminal histories and redesigning HUD guidelines so citizens with criminal convictions have access to affordable public housing.
Education
CURRENT PROBLEMS

· “Every time you build a prison, you close a school,” Victor Hugo noted long ago.  So while correctional budgets grew 30% between 1987, elementary and high school expenditures dropped 1.2% and university spending fell by 18.2%.
  

· California built twenty-one penitentiaries but only one university between 1984 and 1994 
 and pays its prison guards $10,000 more per year than its public school teachers.  
 In New York, the corrections complex uses more state funds than any other government agency.  
  In 1995, the fifty states combined for the first time spent more on prisons than colleges – a trend that has accelerated since then. 

· 19% of all people entering prison are completely illiterate, and 40% are functionally illiterate. On top of this, they have a host of other problems: mental illness, alcohol and drug dependency, sub-average IQs, inadequate parenting, a history or physical and/or sexual abuse. 

· Since nineteen (19%) percent of the prison population has less than 8 years of education and sixty seven (67%) percent have less than high school, previously incarcerated people face an extremely difficult job market. The rate of re-arrest is lower for the more educated and higher for the less educated.  

· 10% of prisoners have a learning disability, three times the proportion of the general population.

· Nearly two thirds of all prisoners cannot read and write but only 23.4% participate-not complete, a GED/high school equivalency program during their incarceration.

· For incarcerated youth, half of America’s juvenile prisons do not provide correctional education that meets the requirements of state and federal law, and 90% of juveniles sent to adult prison are released without a high school diploma or GED.

· Participation in college-in-prison significantly reduces recidivism rates.  Earning a GED while incarcerated lowers recidivism rates by 25.9%.
Women who participated in the prison college program had a 7.7% recidivism rate over 36 months compared to 29.9% for women who did not enroll in college while in prison.
 

· Most people in prison come from poor urban neighborhoods of color (84% of people in prison are of color) with failing public schools.  In New York State prisons, approximately 75% of prisoners enter prison without a high school diploma; in city jails, this figure leaps to 90%.


VALUE ADDED INVESTMENT

· Repeal 1994 law that blocks Federal Pell education grant for incarcerated people. 

· Increase access to all levels of academic, vocational and life skill educational opportunities for incarcerated people. For every 100 college students educated in prison, approximately $900,000 in tax dollars dedicated to prisons can be saved over two years through reduced recidivism rates.

· Implement recommendations of the NAACP School To Prison Pipeline Initiative. 

· Increase spending for public education.

Employment
CURRENT PROBLEMS
 
· With 600,000 prisoners being released nationally in the 1990’s, the flow of prisoners into society was approximately 30% of the annual growth of the labor force which demonstrates the potential impact of released prisoners on the labor market. If the growth of the labor force slackens in the 2000’s, the ratio of prisoner to the growth of the labor force could rise substantially. 
 

· On the demand side of the labor market, in the Multicity Study, Holzer et al. asked employers in four major cities if they would accept an applicant with a criminal history. Only 12.5% of employers said yes and a mere 25.9% said they “probably” would.  Nearly one third of employers say they check for criminal history.  

· On the supply side of the labor market, Since nineteen (19%) percent of the prison population has less than 8 years of education and sixty seven (67%) percent have less than high school, previously incarcerated people face an extremely difficult job market. The rate of re-arrest is lower for the more educated and higher for the less educated.  Additionally, previously incarcerated people have less work experience than others with similar demographic characteristics.  And, they have increased mental and physical health challenges.  From several Justice Department surveys, 21% of prisoners report some condition that limits their ability to work compared to 11% in the general public.  10% of prisoners have a learning disability, three times the proportion of the general population.   

· On the order of one-half of previously incarcerated people arguably carry so many medical problems with them it is unrealistic to expect them to reenter society without much greater social assistance than the U.S. has been willing to provide. 

· There is a correlation between higher levels of unemployment and higher rates of crime in communities all over the world.

· The federal minimum wage is a sub-poverty wage.  Workers need a “living wage” so that people can support themselves and their families.

VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS

· Support efforts to create a seamless education and transitioning support plan that begins while a person is still incarcerated and  is holistic in its approach. Traditionally, reentry programs focus on vocational training which is useful but not the first order of business needed.  Medical treatment must be provided.  And, opportunities must be provided to incarcerated people that encourage them to reexamine their values and life views. 
  To be effective, this must be provided by organizations, such as Justice Works!, lead by successful previously incarcerated people.  Life skills training aimed at incarcerated people must be provided by people who are considered trustworthy and credible to those in prison. 
 

· Increase funding for rehabilitation programs in our prisons. 

· Support projects to educate employers about the laws regarding discrimination against people with a criminal history. Northwest Justice Project (www.nwjustice.org ) and the Transition and Re-entry Reform Coalition are developing this project.

Immigration

CURRENT PROBLEMS
 
· In the months after 9/11, the government imposed a series of harsh new restrictions on immigrants' ability to appeal deportation orders and get their day in court. These changes were largely made without Congressional approval. The results include the massive unnecessary deportation of immigrants with no connection to 9/11 and the wasteful use of scant resources.
· Also after 9/11, the government moved to close hundreds of deportation hearings to the public and press, and sought vastly expanded powers to detain non-citizens indefinitely and without charge.

· Unfortunately, it is far too easy to turn the fight against terrorists into a campaign against innocent immigrants. In America, we must cherish and protect our most basic credo: that we treat everyone fairly under the law no matter where they come from or who they are. 
VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS

· Support a return to fairness with the Civil Liberties Restoration Act of 2005. These are not just immigration issues; current policies are a fundamental threat to the guarantee of due process for all people—as expressly required by the Constitution--and they endanger all of our rights.  This bill would help fix these problems by, for instance, requiring the government to decide whether to close immigration hearings to the public and the press on a case-by-case basis, unlike the blanket secrecy imposed on certain cases after 9/11. It would also place a clear limit on detentions without charge by immigration authorities, and it would keep the government from holding people who have been ordered released by a judge on a government attorney's say-so.

 
Anti-violence Movement
CURRENT PROBLEMS
 
· As an overall strategy for ending violence, criminalization has not worked.  In fact, the overall impact of mandatory arrests laws for domestic violence have led to decreases in the number of battered women who kill their partners in self-defense, but they have not led to a decrease in the number of batterers who kill their partners.  Thus, the law protects batterers more than it protects survivors.

· Prisons don’t work. Despite an exponential increase in the number of men in prisons, women are not any safer, and the rates of sexual assault and domestic violence have not decreased. In calling for greater police responses to and harsher sentences for perpetrators of gender violence, the traditional anti-violence movement has fueled the proliferation of prisons which now lock up more people per capita in the U.S. than any other country.  During the past fifteen years, the numbers of women, especially women of color in prison has skyrocketed.  Prisons also inflict violence on the growing numbers of women behind bars.  The criminal justice system, an institution of violence, domination, and control, has increased the level of violence in society.

· A Congressional commission, created by the Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003, has been investigating the prevalence, cause and solutions to a problem that many experts say has escalated as the prison system is collapsing.  Overcrowding, staff shortages and budget cuts have contributed to the problem of prison rape.

· On July 31, 2005, the Justice Department released its first statistical report with an estimated 8,210 reported incidents of sexual abuse and rape per year.  

· As one prison rape victim explains, the deteriorating prison system and a society that is indifferent, and at times disdainful, of people who have been incarcerated creates violence.  He said, “Prison rape is a symptom of American society’s retreat from rehabilitation toward a system that relies purely on punishment.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/08/20/politics/20rape.html?ei=5070&en=3c06748b8ea5ca34&ex=1125201600&emc=eta1&pagewanted=all
VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS

· Develop community-based responses to violence that do not rely on the criminal justice system AND which have mechanisms that ensure safety and accountability for survivors of sexual and domestic violence.  Transformative practices emerging from local communities should be documented and disseminated to promote collective responses to violence.
· Make connections between interpersonal violence, the violence inflicted by domestic state institutions (such as prisons, detention centers, mental hospitals, and child protective services), and international violence (such as war, military base prostitution, and nuclear testing).

· Advocate for “zero tolerance” and a corrections system that accommodates different sexual and cultural orientations as California Representative Barbara Lee equates prison rape with human rights violations.  “By doing nothing,” Ms. Lee says, “we condone this inhumane and abusive behavior.  Indifference, deliberate or not, violates the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution banning cruel and unusual punishment.”
Racism
CURRENT PROBLEMS

· According to the NAACP, “Racism in the criminal justice system is one of the greatest concerns of the African-American community and other communities of color. The nation seems to have two separate, unequal standards of justice for whites and minorities. The NAACP Legal Defense Fund is working to reform this system by combating often brutal police practices, prosecutorial misconduct, inadequate legal counsel for indigent defendants, judicial bias, and sentencing and incarceration disparities.“
· In Seattle, a majority of recent users of serious drugs (including heroin, methamphetamine, powder cocaine, crack cocaine, and ecstasy) are white, with the possible exception of crack cocaine.  And, also a majority of those who deliver serious drugs, with the possible exception of crack cocaine, are white.
 By contrast, 64.2% of those purposefully arrested for delivery of serious drugs, in Seattle from January 1999-April 2001 were black.
 There does not appear to be a racially neutral way to explain the concentration on black crack offenders in the downtown area to the exclusion of white drug offenders throughout the city of Seattle.  This disparity is even more significant given the fact that Seattle conducts far more drug arrests than comparable mid-sized cities.
 After receipt of Dr. Beckett’s analysis, no changes have been made in SPD policies or procedures.
· Evident demonstrates that racial discrimination persists in jury selection.

· Incarceration is not an equal opportunity punishment.  Rates for whites are 393 per 100,000, for Latinos 957 per 100,000 and for blacks 2,531 per 100,000.  For black males ages 25-29: 12,603 per 100,000. That is 12.6% of black men in their late 20s!  South Africa under apartheid was internationally condemned as a racist society.  South African incarceration rates under apartheid (1993)for black males were 851 per 100,000.  American incarceration rates under George W. Bush (2003) for black males were 4,919 per 100,000.  The leader of the “free world” locks up its Black males at rate 5.8 times higher than the most openly racist country in the world.

· Currently 1.5 million African Americans are not permitted to vote due to a felony conviction. 
 Considering racially disproportionate law enforcement and the long term impact of a felony conviction, this disenfranchisement is a travesty of justice.
VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS

· Support the Seattle Budget for Justice campaign recommendations. 

· Stop racist law enforcement to allow equitable treatment of all citizens.
· Conduct similar analysis of racist law enforcement in cities outside of Seattel.
· Restore voting rights for previously incarcerated people.  Support the ACLU Voting Rights Bill.
· Move from rhetoric to reality in opening doors to higher education for African American students. 

Criminal Justice
CURRENT PROBLEMS

· According to the International Center for Prison Studies at King’s College London, the US currently has the largest documented prison population in the world, both in absolute and proportional terms.
· Longer prison sentences account for much of the difference in incarceration rates between the US and other countries.
  
· Dr. Chen, of the WA State Caseload Forecast Council, presented the following to the August 2005 Sentencing Guidelines Commission:
· crime is down; 7% between 1991 and 1998. 

· incarceration is up, way up; 36% during the same time period in spite of the fact that crime is down, the police are making more arrests; local prosecutors, are doing likewise: increasing felony filings. 

· net impact: greater demand for more state prison beds with accompanying demanding criminal justice budgets. 
· The chief justice of the Washington Supreme Court has urged state lawmakers to help pay for court-appointed attorneys in criminal cases, saying public-defense systems around the state are "broken and in crisis." Washington ranks 50th in the percentage of state contributions to trial costs. http://archives.seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/texis/web/vortex/display?slug=judgespeech19m&date The bottom line of this dubious status is that our Washington State poor people are not receiving an adequate defense resulting in increased chances for injustice and incarceration.  

· The way people are treated while in the criminal justice system has a direct relationship on their ability to successfully return to the community.  Mistreatment fuels defiance which contributes to crime.  Based on the report written by retired Washington Correction Center Associate Superintendent Gary Jones to the National Commission on Prison Abuse, improvements are needed in our state prisons.
· According to past DOC Secretary, Joseph Lehman and current DOC Secretary Harold Clarke, the current DOC Secretary, studies consistently prove that people released from prison who had committed non-violent crimes are more likely to recidivate if they continue a relationship with the Department of Corrections.  
VALUE ADDED INVESTMENTS

· Review and revise mandatory minimum sentencing guidelines including abolishing the current Persistent Offender Act.

· Implement “Re-entry Courts” http://www.reentrypolicy.org/news/reentry-courts.php as an alternative to prison time for community custody violations.

· Shift to restorative justice model which respectfully engages the person who has committed a crime, the survivor of that crime and the larger community in a broad view response to repairing and preventing harm.
  Implement alternatives to incarceration.  Stop prison expansion.

· Invest in treatment and reap the savings.  The annual cost of treatment per prisoner for one year is $3,500. The first year after completion of treatment results in a $5,000 savings in reduced crime, $7,300 saving in reduced arrest and prosecution costs, and $21,000 reduced cost of incarceration (national cost) for a total annual savings of $29,800.

· Support Chief Justice Gerry Alexander when he urged during his State of the Judiciary address to the joint legislature, that "there must be a rebalancing of responsibility" for funding Washington's trial courts, with the state easing the financial burden carried by counties and cities.  And, state monies spent on enforcement, prosecution versus defense and rehabilitation must be reapportioned.  
· Implement statewide use in DOC of standards of treatment for incarcerated people and accompanying procedures as implemented at Washington Correction Center by Gary Jones from 1997 to 2001.  As described in his statement to the National Commission on Prison Abuse, these changes created a respectful environment for everyone and drastically reduced prison operational costs.
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