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Introduction
You wanted information on the following issues – how it changed between 1975 and 2005:

1. What is spent on the criminal justice system (actual dollars and percent of total state budget)?  This includes the police system (law enforcement), the court system and the prison system.  

2. What is spent on education (actual dollars and percent of total state budget)?  This includes K-12 and higher education. 

3. What is spent on public health (actual dollars and percent of total state budget?  

4. If there were other issue areas that could be easily captured, we’d like to see them too.  If not, the two above are good places to start. 

There are very few online governmental sources for Washington state expenditures between 1975 and 1993.  The best source of information prior to 1993 is at Washington State Library in their archive; however, they charge 30 dollars per hour to retrieve data.  Statements of approved Budget signed by each governor are located at the Washington State Library in Olympia.
Between 1993 and 2003, Washington spending grew from 10,398.1 millions to 18,335.5 millions dollars – an increase of approximately 80 percent over the period of 10 years.  
Expenditures for criminal justice increased from 690.8 to 995.7 millions dollars, an increase of 44 percent, yet, the percentage of total state budget for criminal justice dropped from 6.64 to 5.43 percent, 1.22 percent drop over the period of 10 years.
Overall, education did not change much, their share from state increased by .1 percent.  The biggest jump was in other education, which went from 42.0 to 60.6 million, a jump of 69 percent.  Other education means special programs that provide for special learning experiences such as State School for the Blind, Washington State Library, or Washington Historical Society.
  Higher education also saw a notable jump, 2138.8 to 3763.1 millions dollars – an increase of 56 percent.  K-12 public school received the slowest growth of 44 percent.  Its budget increased from 47.4 to 107.3 millions dollars, yet, they received 21.44 percent of total state budget.
Public health is very broad area; its services range from welfare to other health & human services, including medical services.  Between 1993 and 2003, its funding increased from 4,547.5 to 8,536.9 millions dollars, an increase of 47.6 percent.
Of the three areas, public health received the most funding increase, percentage wise.  Yet, none of the three is receiving the same or near the same percentage of support from state total budget.  Table on next page shows break down of state expenditures for Criminal Justice, Education, and Public Health.  I included all of Health and Human Services because their programs intermingle with each other.  The funding for each classification is from Capital and Operating funds.  These figures do not include spending from trust and internal service funds.
Adjusted State Expenditures

(Expenditures from trust and internal service funds are not included)
	
	1993
	1995
	2000
	2003

	Total State Budget

(Dollars in Millions)
	10,398.1
	11,617.2
	14,990.9
	18,335.5

	Criminal Justice[image: image2.wmf]

	Law Enforcement
	180.9
	196.3
	191.1
	217.5

	Detention, Correction & rehab
	451.7
	447.7
	653.0
	687.7

	Courts & Legal Representation
	58.2
	66.0
	72.9
	90.5

	Total Expenditures
	690.8
	710.0
	917.0
	995.7

	Percentage of State Total Expenditures
	6.64%
	6.11%
	6.12%
	5.43%

	Education[image: image3.wmf]

	K-12 Public Schools
	47.4
	42.8
	81.2
	107.3

	Higher Education
	2138.8
	2325.9
	3065.3
	3763.1

	Other Education
	42.0
	53.6
	52.0
	60.6

	Total Expenditures
	2228.2
	2422.2
	3198.5
	3930.9

	Percentage of State Total Expenditures
	21.43%
	20.85%
	21.34%
	21.44%

	Health & Human Services[image: image4.wmf]

	Welfare 
	1,014.8 
	1,041.3
	1,020.4 
	1,098.1 

	Child Care Services 
	227.4 
	233.1 
	376.3 
	432.0 

	Aging
	561.6 
	643.5 
	861.7 
	978.5 

	Public Health 
	157.5 
	191.0 
	268.8 
	368.7 

	Community Mental Health 
	150.5 
	150.8 
	193.0 
	207.8 

	Substance Abuse 
	41.3 
	45.5 
	58.5 
	64.1 

	Developmental Disabilities 
	362.3 
	351.8 
	503.8 
	610.7 

	Medical Assistance 
	1,294.8 
	1,619.5 
	2,459.2 
	3,280.7 

	Other Health & Human Services 
	737.4 
	838.9 
	1,213.7 
	1,496.4 

	Total Expenditures
	4,547.5
	5,115.4
	6,955.4
	8,536.9

	Percentage of State Total Expenditures
	43.73%
	44.03%
	46.40%
	46.56%


Criminal Justice System
Since 1975, expenditure for criminal justice doubled.  In 1975, an average household in Washington spent about $539 (2001 dollars) in taxes to finance the cost of criminal justice; however, in 2001, average household spend $1,062.
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There appears to be two factors that caused the expenditures to increase – the growth of the police force in Washington and the increased use of criminal process (prison, probation, etc). 
  
Washington has three areas of criminal justice system:

· Police;

· Criminal courts and prosecutors; and

· State government adult and juvenile sanctions (the department of corrections and the juvenile rehabilitation administration).

Since 1975, percentage of state expenditure for criminal justice dropped by 1.22 percent for Department of Correction (DOC), court system, and law enforcement.  State expenditure for criminal justice was 690.8 millions dollar in 1993, which it was 6.64% of the total state budget.  In 2004, the expenditure increased to 995.7 millions dollars, however, the percentage of criminal justice share of state budget dropped to 5.43%.  Figure 1 on next page illustrates how the adjusted state expenditures distribute the fund between DOC, court system, juvenile service, and law enforcement in 2001.
   

In addition, documents show that in 1994, DOC received less than in 1993, the agency had since received largest increase in funding since 1994, yet, law enforcement and court system receive very little percentage increase.  Take note that figure 2 included fire and other safety – it is not calculated in this report.
 

Figure 1
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Figure 2
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Police/Law Enforcement
Federal, tribal, state, county, and municipal agencies are some of the law agencies in Washington.  Law enforcements often work together between agencies, often working as a team – sharing resources and goals, yet each have their own personnel, jurisdiction and funding.  State agency is not the only one seeing budget cut.  Like every other state agency, they all have the issues of shrinking budgets, growing population, and greater demands connected to possible terrorist attacks.

Some of the familiar program that is provided through state expenditures are:

1. Washington State Criminal Justice Training Commission (CJTC)

2. Washington State Patrol Academy

3. Washington State Patrol 
a. Investigative Services Bureau

b. Field Operations Bureau

c. Fire Protection Bureau

d. Forensic Laboratory Services Bureau

e. Technical Services Bureau

4. Special Police Agencies
a. Campus Police

b. Coroners and Medical Examiners

c. Washington State Forensic Investigations Council
I am not able to find a break down for each area.  Overall, the state paid 180.9 millions in 1993, increasing up to 217.5 millions dollars in 2004.  This is a 17 percent increase over 10 years.
Court System
Washington Courts receive the smallest share of criminal justice funding from state.  Comparing with national average of 45 percent are receiving from their respective states, Washington courts receive about 15 percents of their operating cost from the state and 85 percents are coming from local governments.
 In addition, Washington courts are getting help from both DOC and DSHS.

Department of Corrections (DOC) provide pre-sentence investigation reports for sex and mentally ill offenders to help judges determine sentencing.  Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) provides several programs that support defendants and victims in criminal cases such as Adult Protective Services, Special Commitment Center The Children’s Administration, Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration, Mental Health Division and Legislative and Community Relations Office.  This is part of the reason that the courts receives so little funding comparing to national average.
Prison System
The prison system in Washington is in two parts, each operating by two separate agencies.

Department of Corrections

Washington State Legislature formed Department of Corrections (DOC) (RCW Chapter 72) in 1981, creating an independent body separate from the Department of Social and Health Services.  This created problems in seeking information prior to 1983/1984 state budget.
  
DOC is the third largest agency (behind Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) and the Department of Transportation (DOT) to receive funding from state.  Nearly all their budget comes from state general fund.  In 2003, DOJ received 687.7 millions dollars.  This was a 35 percent increase since 1993.  

In addition, a small amount comes from Public Safety and Education Account (PSEA) and Violence Reduction Drug Enforcement (VRDE).  In addition, criminals pay for their supervision costs through Offender Betterment Fund (from phones and vending machines in prison), and the room and board fees inmates pay while participating in work release programs.  The table below illustrates sources of funding for DOC during the last two legislature sessions:

Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration

During 2003-05 legislative season, Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration (JRA), a division of Department of Social and Health Service (DSHS) received 204.9 million dollars, 71% came from state budget to provide services to youth, up to 21 years old.  The amount covers less than 1% of all DSHS funding from state.  Services provided include diversion, diagnostic, probation supervision, counseling, drug/alcohol assessment and treatment, vocational training, sex offender treatment, and psychiatric and psychological services.
, 
   In addition, the budget includes coverage for institutions, community based group homes and family-focused parole services.

Education
According to the chart below, state spending for K-12 and other education increased very little since 1993.  However, Higher Education increased at noticeable rate since 1993.  
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K-12
In 2003 K-12 public schools in Washington received 107.3 from state.  This amount to approximately 66 percent increase since 1993 when it received 47.4 millions.  Nearly all of the funding (98.7%) for K-12 are paid for by local taxes for local school districts.  In 2003, for example, 107.3 million dollars came from state; yet, 8,052.7 millions came from local taxes.
  

Higher Education
Of all of education funding, 95.7% goes to Higher education.  It receives the most money from the state, more than Medical assistance program.  The chart is confusing because higher education in 1993 received 2,138.8 millions in 1993 and 3,763.1 million dollars in 2003.  This is a 43 percent increase since 1993.  Higher education has no other source of funding, 100% of its funding came from state.  I could not find information to explain the major increase in higher education.

Other Education
Like higher education, other education is funded totally by state.
Public Health
Public health has many meanings.  There are many program covered under Health and Human Service.  As per table below, all programs have received increases over the years, except for Medicaid program, which received the most increase.  This could the result of ever-increasing medical costs.  In 2003, 8,536.9 millions were paid out for all programs, increased from 4,547.5 millions dollars in 1993. 
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Conclusion
In closing, I found that there are many different sources with different amounts.  For this reason, all my sources are from state’s web page.  I wish that Washington State Institute for Public Policy would provide more online resources.
If you have any further question, please contact me.

Thank you for giving me an opportunity to assist JusticeWorks!  Anytime you need someone to help, do not hesitate to contact me.
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